The Easter Experience
Good morning.  Let’s have a meditation.  Relax, rest, turn within.

Lately what has been coming is, “My kingdom is not of this world.”  This world we know is a world of mental concepts, always changing; sometimes for worse, sometimes for better, and my kingdom is not of this world.  In other words, the realm where I live and move and have my being is not of this world and so now as I close my eyes, I realize I can drop this world, these mental concepts because my kingdom is no longer of this world.

But my kingdom is within now.  My kingdom, the realm where I am, is within; in the invisible.  My kingdom is invisible.  My Self, I, am invisible.  I live and move and have my being in the invisible.  I am the infinite, invisible, spiritual Presence of the living God.  I live in God and God in me, for we are one; one Presence.  God is a God of the living, not of the dead; not of the dead concepts but of the living I within.
I am infinite, invisible, spiritual substance.  The Word made flesh is my substance.  I am infinite, I am eternal, and I am in my inner temple, my inner kingdom right now.  So I rest in my inner Self and I invite the Father, “Speak Father, thy servant heareth.  Bring forth Thy Word.  Pour out Thy grace.  I rest here to receive one thing only; Thy Presence.  Let me feel Thy Presence moving in my being and my being resting in Thy Presence.  The Presence of the living God is my home, my resting place, my new kingdom, my new dwelling place.  Here, now, I rest and receive the spiritual Presence of the most High, God.”

This is, of course, Easter Sunday.  And all over the land, perhaps all over the world, we are hearing the words, “He is risen.”   The ultimate message each Easter is Christ is risen.  The ultimate message is the resurrection, out of the grave.

I spent this week wondering what the message would be for today because it seems as if the message that Christ is risen out of the grave is almost as old as mankind itself.  So how could something new come from this?  That is what I pondered and eventually I was led to the scriptures.  As I poured over them to see if anything new would reveal itself, I couldn’t get away from one scripture in particular.  It kept coming back and back and still is.

Let me read it to you.  It’s pretty simple.  It says, in Romans 8:11:

But if the spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies, by his spirit that dwelleth in you.

Now that seems simple enough.  Yet something about it kept coming to me.  So I took it into meditation to see what it was trying to tell me.  Often I can feel when there is a scripture or a statement of truth that has something to tell me, almost like it pulses with life.  There’s an inner secret about to be revealed and I can feel it.  So I bring it within, I ponder it, I read it, I go away from it for awhile, a few hours, even a day or two and I come back to it.  Eventually, if I am faithful and I persist, it reveals its inner secret and this one, wow, what a secret.

So today I am going to attempt to speak that which was revealed within.  And if you all get silent and recognize the omnipresence of Spirit, God, perhaps then I can succeed.

The question that came to me is, “What is the spirit of Easter?”  We all know about the spirit of Christmas.  We talk about that quite a bit; the Christmas spirit or the spirit of Christmas.  We seem to all know what that is but what is the spirit of Easter?  What is that?  Is there a spirit of Easter?

According to Paul, there is because he says, “If the spirit of him that raised up Christ from the dead dwell in you.”  The whole focal point of Easter is the resurrection.  So if there is a spirit of Easter, it must be that Spirit that raised up Christ from the dead.  What Paul referred to as the first fruits of them that slept.

So, if that Spirit dwells in you, then that Spirit will also quicken your mortal bodies.  That Spirit will also raise you up from the dead.  That Spirit, that Easter spirit, will also raise you, awaken you out of them that sleep.  
These were some of the thoughts coming to me as I pondered, “What is the spirit of Easter, Father?  What is it?”  The spirit of Easter is the Spirit that raises us from the dead.  Here again, we are reminded that all scripture points to internal spiritual experiences.  None of them have to do with what takes place out here or what took place out here.  So this whole story of someone named Jesus, dying, being killed and placed in a tomb and then the Christ being resurrected by that spirit, is the story of us.  It’s the story of you and me.  This is the story of humanhood; being locked into the tomb of mortality.  If you dwell in humanhood, which means you experience yourself as a human; if I experience myself as a human, separate and apart from every other human, separate and apart from God, then I am buried in the tomb called mortality.  I am already dead and buried.  And we are told quite explicitly, God is not a God of the dead but of the living.  Therefore, all those that are in the graves are human beings.  They walk around and they talk and they go to work—I should say we because we all have been human beings and some of us maybe still are; so we walk, we talk, we go to work, we make families, we raise them and all the time Jesus called us the walking dead; let the dead bury the dead, but you come and follow me.  This is Christ calling you up higher; calling you out of your humanhood.

God is not a God of the dead but of the living.  If you walk in humanhood, you have no God.  That is right out of scripture.  If you walk in humanhood, you have no God.  Which is why so many terrible things can happen to human beings; sickness, death, accidents, man’s inhumanity to man, catastrophes, we could go on and on.  It is because God is not a God of the dead but of the living.  Therefore, all who walk in the flesh must die, says Paul.  All who walk in humanhood, have no God. 

Again we are thrown into the remembrance of the second chapter of Genesis.  God did not make that creation.  God never made a human being—not one.  The human being is a concept in the mind; the mind being Lord God.  

This mind that produces this false creation, remember, is not a creation, it’s not out here.  It’s a mental image, a complex interwoven set of mental images called the second chapter of Genesis which takes place in the mind.  And that mind is the tomb in which you are buried if you are living a human life and seeing humans.  If you see a selfhood apart from God anywhere, know this immediately: you are in the tomb; you are dead and God is not a God of the dead.

 But wait!  He is risen.  He is outside of the tomb, standing in his Christhood.  Mary doesn’t even recognize him.  She thinks him to be the gardener.  “Sir, if you tell me where you have laid him, I will come and take him.”  What does the risen Christ say?  One word, “Mary.”  In other words, Christ calls her name and she awakens to what is standing before her, the risen Christ.  This was an internal experience of Mary.  This is your internal experience when you approach the tomb and see it for what it is.  When you approach the tomb and you see that it is a tomb called mortality or a belief in mortality, then you are ready and the Christ within your consciousness says unto you, “Mary.”  It calls you by your name and you awaken to what is standing outside of the tomb which is your own eternal Christ-identity.

The promise of Easter Sunday is not that someday you will rise out of the grave and go to heaven someplace.  The promise of Easter Sunday is that the Spirit of him that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead shall also raise you up, this day, into an awareness that you are no longer in the tomb.  You have come out of the tomb of mortality and you are tasting and feeling your invisible spiritual presence, the Christ of you.  And it is calling you by name that you might awaken. 

Some of us are actually experiencing this.  Some of us are really coming into the awareness that we are no longer standing in the grave.  Some of us have set foot into the kingdom, the invisible kingdom, here and now.  Some of us are experiencing our own resurrection while standing here on earth.  I hope you are one of those for it is only that one, who has tasted and is experiencing the risen Christ within their inner temple, that one is living, that one has come into the experience of eternal life and God is a God of the living.

Therefore that one that has stepped into the living Presence of their Christ-identity has found God for God is a God of the living.  That inner spiritual identity and the Father are one.

Now Paul has a thing for the word “renew,” he uses it quite often.  The most famous, or the most commonly understood is, ‘be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.’  And this of course now we understand to mean, your entire being will be transformed as the Spirit that raised up Christ from the dead, renews your mind and you drop the mind of concepts and leave it far behind and come into the mind of awareness of spiritual identity.  The awareness of spiritual identity transforms your entire being.  The feel of your invisible spiritual Self, the I that is invisible spiritual substance, the awareness of that, the standing in that, the feeling of that, this is what transforms your mortal body.

Now Paul put it this way: ‘That spirit which raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies.’  I looked up the word ‘quicken’ and it means ‘revitalize, renew, restore, rejuvenate.’  In other words, the Spirit that raised up Christ Jesus on that Easter morning, 2000 years ago in time – in our concept of time – that very same Spirit, which dwells in you who are awakening to it and who have discovered that you can rest in it, that Spirit will renew, revitalize, transform all your mortal bodies, which means your body of business, your body of home, your body of family, your body of mission in life, your body of form that you walk in, your body of experience.  The Spirit that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will renew your entire experience, revealing It in Its image and likeness.  So this is the spirit of Easter.  That Spirit which renews, transforms, reveals the living Christ, one with God forever.
Now many years ago I sat down to have a meditation and what came to me was this:  
Without eyes, I can still see.  Without ears, I still can hear.  Without a brain, I still have thought.  Who am I?  I am the resurrection.

You see, the resurrection does not take place in time or space.  The resurrection, we now know, takes place within your very own consciousness.  That Spirit which raised up Christ Jesus from the dead dwells in your consciousness and it is raising you up, up above the mind of concepts.  It is raising you up above the mind concepts appearing as this world.  It is lifting you up above the mind, the world mind, or the mind that entertains anything about this world.  It is lifting you right into that invisible spiritual kingdom here and now, which flows in you, through you, as you and in which you have your being, in which you live and move and have your being.  That Spirit which raised up Christ is raising you up out of the tomb of mortality.  It is lifting you behind the veil into the invisible realm where God is.
You see, in the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God and the Word was made flesh and that flesh is your invisible spiritual Self.  You are the infinite invisible spiritual substance which is the Word made flesh.  That is your identity; God Itself, as that invisible spiritual substance which you are.  That is the I of you.  That is the risen Christ.  And all of this work that you have done on the spiritual path is to come to the Easter Spirit within you; to come to that Easter experience of resurrection; to come out of the tomb of mortality into the actual realization, the actual feel of this invisible spiritual substance that I am, within you.  This is the Easter message.
Now I know this to be true, not because I read it in a book, not because Joel told me, not even because Paul told me or because Jesus told me, but I know it in this wise: Many years ago, in total frustration, I decided that I was not getting anywhere on the spiritual path and so I was going to stop trying.  And so intent was I on that, that I threw away in the trash, and the trash man came and collected, every single Infinite Way book I had and I had some of the first ones like the original Infinite Way book itself, which was a little black book which had numbers in it in the different lines and paragraphs and statements. That original book, I had that and I threw it out.  I took all of my tapes and broke them in half and threw them away.  Now, I’m not going to struggle with this anymore.  I’m just going to be human.  So I made a conscious decision to live out my life as a mortal.  God had other plans. 

Remember Mary, standing outside the tomb, not knowing who she is, weeping at the death of her beloved?  She turns around; she thinks it is the gardener, another mortal.  Until he calls her name, “Mary.”   Suddenly her eyes are open, she sees Christ.

And there is little Bill.  He’s thrown away his books and his tapes, no more meditation; going to live out life as a mortal; totally frustrated with the spiritual path, standing outside the tomb.  
Thirty days later I was awoken at about 4 a.m.  Now I never wake up at 4 a.m.  I am the type of person that normally sleeps 7 or 8 hours a night.  If I’m not careful, I gravitate to where I stay up until 3:00 and get up at 10:00 because I just normally feel much better in the quiet of the night and I get a lot more work done.  So I have to guard against that.  But I never wake up at four in the morning.  I have to set my alarm to get up at 6:00 or I won’t awaken.  

But this morning was quite different.  I had been thirty days now not even thinking the word God.  I had left all that behind me.  I can’t do it in this lifetime and so forget it.  At 4 a.m. my eyes pop open.  One word is in my mind and I hear it, “meditate.”  Well, I had forgotten that I was not meditating because you see I was not quite awake yet; at 4 a.m. I was still kind of groggy.  So not remembering my decision to have nothing to do with the spiritual path, I marched out to the living room and sat on the couch.
Now I’m telling you, you may not understand it but I sure know it.  Christ standing there said one word, “Mary.”  Christ called her to an awareness of Itself.  It was her time to awaken.  She had nothing to do with it.  Christ called my name.  That morning it said, “Meditate.”  It called me, I had nothing to do with it.  I went out into the living room, I sat down on the couch, I closed my eyes and I meditated.  Now this is not a formula, I am simply telling you what I meditated on that morning.  It won’t do anything for you so don’t try to copy it, it won’t work.  But the purpose of me telling you this is to show you that when it calls you, it is your time to have the Easter experience.
So as I sat there, having forgotten that I wasn’t going to meditate anymore, I closed my eyes and I thought, “Father, lift me up into Thy Presence and let Thy Presence descend in me.  Let there me no mortal mind but only Thy Presence,” and I became still.  Suddenly I felt the Presence, the Christ Presence, the risen Christ, as It touched me on the side of the arm.  I could feel that tingling and that sense of peace in which I knew that here is Christ, here is the Father’s Presence.  Suddenly it spread down my arm and then down my other arm.  I could feel that Presence touching me.  Then down one leg and down the other and soon my whole body was that body of light, that Presence Itself tingling, that invisible spiritual substance.  And then it filled the room, the entire room was My Presence and My Presence filled the entire room, that spiritual substance, that tingling Presence.  I could feel It.  I was It and It was I.  Then It filled the house, the entire house was My Presence for there was no longer a me.  Christ had called my name and I beheld the risen Christ Presence Itself filling the entire room, the entire house.  That Presence was me and I was that Presence and there was one Presence, the risen Christ Itself.

Then it started to pulse, getting stronger and stronger and I knew the next step it will be infinite, for I, the risen Christ, am infinite spiritual substance.  And the little me spoke up and said, “Father, I’m not ready.  I’m afraid.”  Because you see the little self was afraid of being extinguished.  The experience slowly subsided; slowly back down to where it was just a tingling on the arm.  I opened my eyes, and “Oh, my God!  That’s what I am.  That is the truth.  Not this little guy who thinks he can make decisions about a spiritual path.”  I had experienced the Easter experience.  Just a glimpse mind you, but a glimpse of that risen Christ, the one that said, “Mary,” had called me by my real name.
And so when I read Paul saying, ‘that spirit which raised up Christ Jesus from the dead, from the tomb of mortality, dwells in you and shall also quicken you and raise you up,” I know that it is the truth because I have experienced it and am experiencing it.  That Spirit raises us, each of us, out of a mortal existence, into an inner awareness, a discernment, a feeling, a perception, a knowing, an actual experience, that the I of us is the risen Christ, standing outside the tomb calling us by name.  And so we have the awareness that I am infinite invisible spiritual substance and all that God is, I am and all that God has, I have, for I and the living God are one.  For I am a living Presence and God is a God of the living, not of the dead.  And God is my God and I am His Son and we are one.  This is an inner experience.  This is the meaning of Easter.

Perhaps that is why they placed Easter near to Spring because spring is a renewal on earth.  We see all the plants and the trees getting blossoms.  I have seen the little buds opening up on the trees around here. I have seen the plants putting forth new leaves.  I have seen blossoms on the plum trees and the dogwood and cottonwood, coming back to life.  It is a renewal on earth and we call it Spring.  Perhaps that is why they placed Easter in the Spring because they saw, originally, the connection.
Paul loved that word ‘renewal.’  Sometimes he used ‘renewal’ and sometimes he used ‘quickening’ which both come from the same root.  

So the Easter message that came to me out of that scripture was exactly what it says, ‘the spirit of him that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies’ and renew everything about your experience and lift you out of the tomb of concepts and call you by name and lift you into your true identity as invisible spiritual substance of the living God, called Christ.  This then is the Easter experience that I wish for all of you; to have this transformation by the renewal within yourself, of stepping out of mortal concepts and into the conscious awareness of your invisible Self, the risen Self, the Christ Self, which you are.
Now, one final word.  If you are beginning to have this Easter experience, if you are having this experience where the Spirit is raising up the Christ, out of the tomb of mortality and you know that this is happening, this is not the time to begin to speak about it to others.  Here is how we know that:  When Jesus said, “Mary,” she recognized the Christ and she said “Master.”  And the Christ of her said unto her, “Touch me not, for I am not yet ascended to my Father.  But go to my brethren and say unto them, ‘I ascend unto my Father and your Father and to my God and your God.’”
So if this experience is beginning to take place within you; you are having, living this Easter experience, know that you have not yet ascended.  Yes, it has begun, but it is not complete.  And so do not talk of it; do not touch it or try to help it.  Simply know that you are being lifted up out of mortality, out of that tomb into your Christ and that you are going unto your Father, God.  For God is a God of the living and you are being resurrected now into the living, the living Presence that God made.  You are coming out of the dead and becoming a part of the living or rather you are becoming aware that you are the living Presence Itself in the heart of God.
If you are having this experience, you are already being blessed beyond measure, beyond understanding, beyond your wildest ever dreams.

To all of you I wish the Spirit of Easter to come to your house, to call you by name, and lift you into the kingdom, into your infinite invisible spiritual substance, the I, Christ, resurrected.
